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Meaning and use of the terms “sex” and “gender”
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10. The IRC is concerned with the inappropriate conceptual and practical use of the
terms “sex” and “gender” in Taiwan. In the CEDAW jurisprudence the Convention
refers to sex-based discrimination, but also covers gender-based discrimination
against women. The term “sex” refers to biological differences between men and
women. The term “gender” refers to socially constructed identities, attributes and
roles for women and men and society’s social and cultural meaning for these
biological differences resulting in hierarchical relationships between women and
men and in the distribution of power and rights favoring men and disadvantaging
women.

11. The IRC recommends the Government to align all the legislative texts and
policy documents and promote the correct and consistent understanding of the
terms “sex” and “gender” in line with CEDAW Convention and the
Committee’s General Recommendation No. 28.
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Gender Equity Education Act

40. The IRC is concerned that the English title of the Gender Equity
Education Act does not correctly reflect the terminology of CEDAW
and that the translation creates confusion in understanding the
concept of gender equality in education.

41. The IRC recommends that the Government change the translated name
of the legislation into Gender Equality Education Act.
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General Recommendation No. 28

18. Intersectionality is a basic concept for understanding the
scope of the general obligations of States parties contained in
article 2. The discrimination of women based on sex and gender is
1nextricably linked with other factors that affect women, such as
race, ethnicity, religion or belief, health, status, age, class,
caste and sexual orientation and gender identity. Discrimination
on the basis of sex or gender may affect women belonging to such
groups to a different degree or in different ways to men. States
parties must legally recognize such intersecting forms of

discrimination and their compounded negative impact on the women
9



concerned and prohibit them. They also need to adopt and pursue
policies and programmes designed to eliminate such occurrences,
including, where appropriate, temporary special measures in
accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention and
general recommendation No. 25.
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