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Meaning and use of the terms “sex” and “gender”

10. The IRC is concerned with the inappropriate conceptual and practical use
of the terms “sex” and “gender” in Taiwan. In the CEDAW jurisprudence the
Convention refers to sex-based discrimination, but also covers gender-based
discrimination against women. The term “sex” refers to biological differences
between men and women. The term “gender” refers to socially constructed
identities, attributes and roles for women and men and society’s social and
cultural meaning for these biological differences resulting in hierarchical
relationships between women and men and in the distribution of power and
rights favoring men and disadvantaging women.

11. The IRC recommends the Government to align all the legislative texts
and policy documents and promote the correct and consistent
understanding of the terms “sex” and “gender” in line with CEDAW
Convention and the Committee’s General Recommendation No. 28.
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Gender Equity Education Act
40. The IRCis concerned that the English title of the Gender Equity
Education Act does not correctly reflect the terminology of CEDAW and

that the translation creates confusion in understanding the concept of

gender equality in education.
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41. The IRC recommends that the Government change the translated

name of the legislation into Gender Equality Education Act.
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4 3 attachment 3

The rights for infant born by ART

Situation

1. The fertility rate of Taiwan appeared at the bottom of the list of 200 countries in
2019. Taiwan has the lowest fertility rate in the world - 1.218 children per woman.
The fundamental cause of the lower fertility rate in Taiwan that is because women
postponed their childbearing age.

2. Although the current reproductive medical technologies have been rapidly
developed, such as ART (assist reproductive technology) and frozen eggs idea, that
seem to offer great hope to women who postpone their motherhood, and cutting-
edges medical technologies seem to provide the solution for women. However, the
concern on the health of ART infant has not yet been well studied. A recent study
[1] done by H Chang and her workmate, revealed the health state of infant born by
ART. They reported that infant born by ART shown higher risk in preterm (48.6%
vs 8.3%), very low birth weight (4.12% vs 0.76%), low birth weight (32.09 vs
7.05%) (Figure 1) and birth defects (0.83% vs 0.42%) (figure 2).

60.00% .
48.60% birth defects
50.00%
0.83%
40.00% . 1.00%
0,
30.00% 0.50% 0.42%
20.00% = Natural -
0 Conception 0.00%
10.00% ART Natural
0.00% Conception
preterm LBW
Figure 1 ratio of preterm and low birth Figure 2 Ratio of Birth defects in ART
weight (LBW) in ART babies and natural babies and natural conception
conception

3. Increasing attention has been paid to ART babies outcomes as well as mothers
maternal mental problem in the international studies. Similar reports have been
observed in Spain, France, Canada and the United States [2].

4. meta-analysis, published in 2013, that included 25 cohort and case-control studies
reported that children born after ART are at increased risk for all cancers, and
specifically for leukaemias , neuroblastomas and retinoblastomas [3].

5. Over the past decade, speculation is increasing that individuals conceived by ART
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may be at risk of developing metabolic syndrome, type 2 diabetes and
cardiovascular disease [4-6], later in life. ART may also alter thyroid function.
Sakka et al. reported thyroid-stimulating hormone (TSH) levels were significantly
higher in IVF children [7].

Suggestion
Taiwan, being the first Asia country to grant same-sex marriage, we might need to

take the above issues into account while rush to open to ART to all the application.

1. Chang HY, Hwu WL, Chen CH, Hou CY, Cheng W (2020) Children Conceived by
Assisted Reproductive Technology Prone to Low Birth Weight, Preterm Birth, and
Birth Defects: A Cohort Review of More Than 50,000 Live Births During 2011-2017 in
Taiwan. Front Pediatr 8:87

2. Chen M, Heilbronn LK (2017) The health outcomes of human offspring conceived
by assisted reproductive technologies (ART). J Dev Orig Health Dis 8 (4):388-402
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treatment and childhood cancer risk: a systematic meta-analysis. Fertil Steril 100
(1):150-161

4. Chen M, Wu L, Zhao J, Wu F, Davies MJ, Wittert GA, Norman RJ, Robker RL,
Heilbronn LK (2014) Altered glucose metabolism in mouse and humans conceived by
IVF. Diabetes 63 (10):3189-3198

5. Scherrer U, Rexhaj E, Allemann Y, Sartori C, Rimoldi SF (2015) Cardiovascular
dysfunction in children conceived by assisted reproductive technologies. Eur Heart J
36(25):1583-1589
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M4 %R CDC A

attachment 4 Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect:
A Technical Package for Policy, Norm, and Programmatic Activities

https://www.cdc.qgov/violenceprevention/pdf/CAN-Prevention-

Technical-Package.pdf
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2. Chang HY, Hwu WL, Chen CH, Hou CY, Cheng W. Children Conceived by
Assisted Reproductive Technology Prone to Low Birth Weight, Preterm Birth,
and Birth Defects: A Cohort Review of More Than 50,000 Live Births During
2011-2017 in Taiwan. Front Pediatr 2020,8:87.
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4, Valenzuela-Alcaraz B, Crispi F, Bijnens B, Cruz-Lemini M, Creus M, Sitges M,
Bartrons J, Civico S, Balasch J, Gratacos E. Assisted reproductive technologies
are associated with cardiovascular remodeling in utero that persists
postnatally. Circulation 2013;128:1442-50.
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18


https://www.ey.gov.tw/Page/448DE008087A1971/020718e7-d5db-4cb4-8047-79eb04c047b5
https://www.ey.gov.tw/Page/448DE008087A1971/020718e7-d5db-4cb4-8047-79eb04c047b5

Rexhaj E. Association of Assisted Reproductive Technologies With Arterial
Hypertension During Adolescence. J Am Coll Cardiol 2018;72:1267-1274.
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Disability in Children Conceived Using Assisted Reproductive Technology.
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2010;126:270-6.

9. 2020 We Are Donor Conceived Survey Report https://reurl.cc/k7Y72n

10. The donor detective: how one woman made it her mission to help donor-
conceived children find their biological fathers
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(1) 3q ZFFRMEEEL 5 KEREEHEL
Legislator 3Q thanked for supporting legalizing marijuana.
https://www. facebook. com/events/s/3q%E6%94%AF%E6%8C%81%EH5%A4
%A T%E9%BA%BB%ES%90%88%E6%B3%95%E5%8C%96%E3%84%98%E6%B0%BA%E9
%A4%8 3%E6%84%9F%ES8%ACKIDUETHAS%AD/1100012473685211/
(2) [REREEE5E 5] M2k fthanE5 " 4hagim  SEM R E AT
=
[Cannabis is a magic but also a medicine 5] It is a second-class drug as

amphetamines. It is difficult to legalize medical marijuana
https://www.mirrormedia.mg/story/20200717cul006/
(3) ERRBMHFERMINE ? 776 2 PR35 E IR
A real estate agent became a cannabis farmer? Drug felony changed to
probation https://udn.com/news/story/7315/6117667
(4) KImHIERE
Marijuana, An Honest Look at the World’s Most Misunderstood Weed
(2021) FERRAGAEIRAE
(5)  [RWi/EREE 82 1] 22/ Nz — B8 3 5 1 R A6
—R
[Cannabis is a magic but also a medicine 1] Girl with rare disease had

seizures 300 times a week before using cannabis oil, but now only once a
week after using cannabis oil.
https://www. mirrormedia. mg/story/20200717cul002/

(6) KWk THC e 7 BEZER et T - ATt A 2o [ AR oo e ] R (Y

Children with rare diseases, such as intractable epilepsy, can use THC

(cannabis drugs), announced by Ministry of Health and Welfare.
https://www. twreporter. org/a/cannabis-for-medical-use-
taiwan?fbclid=IwAR3DalzhWLsJz0AxpunOh71A7JAML-
3T4bjk253gP9KMyLin_afVtgJv4NE
(7) BB ?  FEEshEE T
Legalizing Medical marijuana? Ministry of Health and Welfare
answered.https://news. tvbs. com. tw/1ife/1320504’
(8) Cannabis Addiction and the Brain: a Review J Neuroimmune Pharmacol.
2018; 13(4): 438—-452.
(9) Frequent cannabis use by young people linked to decline in IQ
https://www. sciencedaily. com/releases/2021/01/210128134755. h
tm
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https://www.facebook.com/events/s/3q%E6%94%AF%E6%8C%81%E5%A4%A7%E9%BA%BB%E5%90%88%E6%B3%95%E5%8C%96%E3%84%98%E6%B0%B4%E9%A4%83%E6%84%9F%E8%AC%9D%E7%A5%AD/1100012473685211/
https://www.facebook.com/events/s/3q%E6%94%AF%E6%8C%81%E5%A4%A7%E9%BA%BB%E5%90%88%E6%B3%95%E5%8C%96%E3%84%98%E6%B0%B4%E9%A4%83%E6%84%9F%E8%AC%9D%E7%A5%AD/1100012473685211/
https://www.facebook.com/events/s/3q%E6%94%AF%E6%8C%81%E5%A4%A7%E9%BA%BB%E5%90%88%E6%B3%95%E5%8C%96%E3%84%98%E6%B0%B4%E9%A4%83%E6%84%9F%E8%AC%9D%E7%A5%AD/1100012473685211/
https://www.mirrormedia.mg/story/20200717cul006/
https://udn.com/news/story/7315/6117667
https://www.mirrormedia.mg/story/20200717cul002/
https://www.twreporter.org/a/cannabis-for-medical-use-taiwan?fbclid=IwAR3DalzhWLsJz0AxpunOh7iA7JAML-3T4bjk253gP9KMyLin_afVtgJv4NE
https://www.twreporter.org/a/cannabis-for-medical-use-taiwan?fbclid=IwAR3DalzhWLsJz0AxpunOh7iA7JAML-3T4bjk253gP9KMyLin_afVtgJv4NE
https://www.twreporter.org/a/cannabis-for-medical-use-taiwan?fbclid=IwAR3DalzhWLsJz0AxpunOh7iA7JAML-3T4bjk253gP9KMyLin_afVtgJv4NE
https://news.tvbs.com.tw/life/1320504
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/01/210128134755.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/01/210128134755.htm

(10) CDC-What You Need to Know About Marijuana Use in Teens
https://www. cdc. gov/mari juana/heal th-effects/teens. html

(11) Therapeutic potential of medicinal marijuana: an educational primer for
health care professionals Drug Healthc Patient Saf.2018;10: 45-66.

(12) Cannabis: the facts https://www. nhs. uk/live-well/heal thy—-
body/cannabis-the-facts/
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https://www.cdc.gov/marijuana/health-effects/teens.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6001746/?fbclid=IwAR2lalRh2llpCbvP6bpu-LpQrRlobJYfLRk_9wLbrQCsjvSNj3o7iHXPG_s
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/cannabis-the-facts/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/cannabis-the-facts/

